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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ganti et al (US 2003/0185217 A1) in view of Chiruvolu (US 2003/0067880 A1). 

Regarding claims 1,6, 11 and 16, Ganti discloses a method for operating a node 
in a label switched network (see abstract and Fig. 2), said method comprising: 

receiving a request to establish a proposed label switched path through said 
node (see para 21, a request message is received and an link computation algorithm is 
performed); 

determining that a bandwidth requirement of said proposed label switched path 
cannot currently be met (see para 23, bandwidth computation is performed to determine 
if bandwidth is available for a given link or not); 

after receiving said request, receiving information from one or more downstream 
nodes along said proposed label switched path identifying one or more currently 
configured label switched paths that have been preempted downstream (see paras 13- 
20 and 78); and 
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selecting one or more label switched paths to preempt from among currently 
configured label switched paths, said selecting being based at least in part on said 
received information (see para 51-56 and claim 12). 

Ganti fails to disclose a time period for execution of above steps. 

Chiruvolu discloses a time period with an expiration time period (see abstract 
para 1 1 , 28 and 32 and Figs. 4 and 6). A timer allows for traffic to be rerouted or 
queued based on congestion status for links in a given MPLS network. 

Thus it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the teachings of Chiruvolu within Ganti so as to improve network 
performance. 

Regarding claims 2, 7, 12 and 17, discloses Chiruvolu discloses determining said 
time period responsive to a number of hops between said node and a destination of 
said proposed label switched path (see abstract, para 7 and 11). Reasons for 
combining same as above. 

Regarding claims 3, 8, 13 and 18, Ganti discloses a message indicating 
acceptance of said proposed label switched path prior to expiration of said time period 
(see para 94). 

Regarding claims 4, 9, 14 and 19, Ganti discloses selecting favors local 
preemption of said currently configured label switched, paths that have been preempted 
downstream (see abstract, paras 51-56, a traffic profile can be defined and therefore 
selecting local preemption if so desired). 
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Regarding claims 5, 10, 15 and 20, Ganti discloses one or more label switched 
paths selected for preemption have a lower priority than said proposed label switched 
path (see paras 19-23). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raj K. Jain whose telephone number is 571-272-3145. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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